➤ Nurses' professional practice has changed as a result of experiencing cancer and its treatment.
Before you know what kindness really is, you must lose things, feel the future dissolve in a moment like salt in a weakened broth.
-N.S. Nye (1998, p. 42) W hen nurses are diagnosed with cancer, the process of their survivorship is one of living in two worlds, that of patient and provider. The healthcare community is responsible for investigating and responding to the needs of its colleagues, in this case, nurses. Cancer is a chronic disease, and many nurses return to work either during or after their treatment. Nurse survivors hold positions as dual insiderspatients and healthcare professionals. The aim of this research study was to uncover the dimensions of nurses' experiences related to cancer survivorship. The findings and discussion in this article address the second question of the study, the effect of the illness on a nurse's professional life. Engaging nurses in this inquiry may provide a deeper understanding of the needs of nurses who are also patients.
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Accounts of the impact of cancer survivorship on nurses' professional practice have been limited to anecdotal reports with a focus on the personal nature of the experience and some advice for nurses on patient needs (Fedora, 1985; Hamilton, 1999; Leigh, 1992; Vachon, 2001) . Nally (1999) reported that two nurse cancer survivors identified that the experience made them better nurses by helping them to be more present and compassionate with patients. Simon (1978) found that working as a nurse caused her distress prior to diagnosis but the support of a supervisor helped her to transition back to practice following This material is protected by U.S. copyright law. Unauthorized reproduction is prohibited. To purchase quantity reprints, please e-mail reprints@ons.org or to request permission to reproduce multiple copies, please e-mail pubpermissions@ons.org.
